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INTA 686: Russia in International Politics 
Fall 2024 
Alexandra Chinchilla, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Department of International Affairs 
Bush School of Government and Public Service 
 
Seminar Description and Purpose: This class examines the causes and consequences of 
Russian foreign policy since 1991. Students will leave with an introductory 
understanding of the history that led to the rise of President Vladimir Putin and shaped 
Russia’s current place in the international system, as well as how Russian foreign policy 
has evolved since Putin came to power. The class will outline three main analytical 
models for understanding Russian foreign policy: international systemic factors, domestic 
politics, and ideology. The class will also provide students with an overview of Russia’s 
relationships with the West, Ukraine, and China. 
 
Required Materials: You are not required to purchase any books. The readings will be 
available on Canvas and via Course Reserves from the TAMU Library. 

Attendance: You are entitled to one absence for any reason this semester. Please email 
me in advance to let me know you will be unable to attend. Beyond that one absence, any 
other absences will affect your participation grade unless you have an excuse (e.g. 
military training, job interview) or extenuating circumstances are present. Please see 
Student Rule 7.  

Professionalism: This class will be taught as a challenging graduate seminar. I will come 
to class prepared to teach – you will come to class prepared to contribute to class 
discussion. During class time, I ask that you provide your full attention to our time 
together. Please put away all cellphones and put all laptops on Do Not Disturb. 
During classroom discussion, we will give everyone a chance to speak, and take care to 
keep our language respectful. Disagreement leads to productive dialogue as long as we 
show respect to one another. 
 
Academic Honesty: “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal, or tolerate others who do.” 
Please consult the Texas A&M Student Rules: https://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/ 
 
Statement on Generative AI: Intellectual honesty is vital to an academic community and 
for my fair evaluation of your work. All work submitted in this course must be your own, 
completed in accordance with Aggie Honor Code. You may use ChatGPT or other AI 
composition software to brainstorm ideas or see what a completed essay may look like – 
just as you would use conversations with a classmate to choose and refine a topic. It 
should be treated as an untrustworthy editor or a debate partner: it can help you structure 
your writing, revise your prose, and consider counterarguments, but should not produce 
your ideas nor provide your sources. And you should never use output from ChatGPT in 
your writing without heavy editing. If you do choose to use generative AI to assist with 
your writing, please include a short statement at the start of the essay about how 
you used it.  

https://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule07/
https://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/
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Accommodations:  If you believe that you have a disability requiring accommodation, 
please contact Disability Resources. They can work with us to provide accommodations 
that will help you succeed in this class. Their information is here: 
https://disability.tamu.edu/contact/  
 
Mental Health: Graduate school can be challenging. If you are struggling with incomplete 
assignments, feelings of low self-worth, frightening thoughts that won't go away, 
hopelessness, or thoughts of self-harm, know that you are not alone. It is possible to get 
help and see a dramatic improvement in your happiness, well-being, and performance at 
work and in the classroom. I encourage you to reach out to Counseling & Psychological 
Services: https://caps.tamu.edu/. Mental health care can be accessed through CAPS 
quickly. Seeking mental health services will not be viewed negatively for future 
employment -- including that requiring a security clearance. 
 

https://caps.tamu.edu/
https://www.dcsa.mil/Portals/91/Documents/pv/DODCAF/resources/DCSA-FactSheet_Mental-Health.pdf
https://www.dcsa.mil/Portals/91/Documents/pv/DODCAF/resources/DCSA-FactSheet_Mental-Health.pdf
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Assignments and Grading: 
 
Assignment Description  Due Dates Grade  
Pitch 
(1 page) 

Each student will write a one page summary of 
their research question, argument, and how it 
contributes to the knowledge of scholars and 
practitioners.  

September 
10 at 12 PM 

Ungraded. 
Check +/- 

Annotated 
Bibliography 
(2-4 pages, 
single 
spaced.) 

Goal: Gather sources for the paper – a mix of 
academic, policy publications, and news articles. 
Under each citation, include 1-2 sentences about 
how the cited piece is useful for you.  

Example:  

Frye, Timothy. Weak Strongman: The Limits of Power in 
Putin's Russia. Princeton University Press, 2022. 

• Supports my argument that Putin is constrained 
by public opinion, as he seeks to remain a 
genuinely popular authoritarian leader. 

October 8 at  
11:59 PM 

10% 

Long outline  Write an extended outline (3-5 pages single 
spaced) for the final paper. 
 

November 1 
at 11:59 PM  
 

15% 

Final paper Goal: Produce an academic research paper on 
some aspect of Russia in international politics.  
 
15-20 pages double spaced. Include footnotes, 
Chicago style. 
 

December 9 
at 11:59 PM 

50% 

Participation Attendance, classroom discussion, below 
assignments: 
 
1. Each student will serve as a discussant for 

one week (weeks 3-14) on the syllabus. The 
discussant will provide a short, 15-20 minute 
presentation with slides to help us understand 
the readings. They will develop 2-4 
discussion questions.  

2. Each student will also submit a 1-2 page 
reflection on Week 2. 

3. Each student will be assigned an expert topic 
(see list at back of syllabus) and will provide 
weekly reports to the rest of class on their 
topic. 

N/A 25% 

 
Grading Scale: 90-100 A; 80-89 B; 70-79 C; 60-69 D; and 0-59 F.  
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SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE – but I will give advance notice.  
 

Week 1: August 20 – Introduction: Legends, Men, and Myths 
• Elena Kostyuchenko, I Love Russia: Reporting from a Lost Country. Penguin 

Press, 2023. 
• Marlene Laruelle, Russian Studies' Moment of Self-Reflection. Russian 

Analytical Digest, 293, 2-3.  

Week 2: August 27 – NO CLASS – Research Week  
 
GOAL: Think about your research interests and start drafting the Pitch assignment. 
 
OPTION 1: Choose 1 of the following podcasts and write a 1-2 page, single-spaced 
reflection (counts toward participation grade): 

• The Russia Contingency with Michael Kofman, latest episode 
• Russian Roulette (CSIS), Max Bergmann, Dr. Maria Snegovaya, latest episode 

 
OPTION 2: Get ahead: Write a 1-2 page, single-spaced reflection (counts toward 
participation grade) on Collapse. 
 
Part 1: Legends (or, Contested Facts about the Past) 
Week 3: September 3 – Legend #1: The USSR didn’t lose the Cold War.  
 Discussant 1:  
 

• Vladislav Zubok. Collapse: The Fall of the USSR. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2022. 

• “Russian President Putin Delivers State of the Nation Address,” April 25, 2005. 
https://irp.fas.org/news/2005/04/putin042505.html   

Week 4: September 10 – Legend #2: The West promised not to expand 
NATO.  

Discussant 2: 
 

• Sarotte, Mary Elise. Not One Inch: America, Russia, and the Making of Post-Cold 
War Stalemate. Yale University Press, 2021.  

• Shifrinson, Joshua R. Itzkowitz. “Put it in Writing: How the West Broke Its 
Promise to Moscow.” October 29, 2014. Foreign Affairs, 10 minute read. 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2014-10-29/put-it-writing  

https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/86670/ssoar-russanald-2023-293-laruelle-Russian_Studies_Moment_of_Self-Reflection.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y&lnkname=ssoar-russanald-2023-293-laruelle-Russian_Studies_Moment_of_Self-Reflection.pdf
https://castbox.fm/channel/The-Russia-Contingency-with-Michael-Kofman-id5748299?country=us
https://www.csis.org/podcasts/russian-roulette
https://irp.fas.org/news/2005/04/putin042505.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2014-10-29/put-it-writing
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Week 5: September 17 – Legend #3: Putin saved Russia from the 
humiliating 1990s.  

Discussant 3: 
 

• Paul Klebnikov, Godfather of the Kremlin: The Decline of Russia in the Age of 
Gangster Capitalism, Harcourt Books, 2000. 

• David Shimer, “Election meddling in Russia: When Boris Yeltsin asked Bill 
Clinton for help.” Washington Post. June 26, 2020. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/06/26/russian-election-
interference-meddling/#  
 

Part 2: Men (or, The People Who Run Russia Today) 
Week 6: September 24 – Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin  
 Discussant 4:  

• Masha Gessen, The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin. 
Riverhead Books, 2013. 

• Michael McFaul. “Putin, Putinism, and the Domestic Determinants of Russian 
Foreign Policy.” International Security 2020; 45 (2): 95–139.  

Week 7: October 1 – The Elites 
 Discussant 5:  
 

• Mikhail Zygar, All The Kremlin’s Men: Inside the Court of Vladimir Putin. 
PublicAffairs, 2016. 

Week 8: October 8 - FALL BREAK – NO CLASS 

Week 9: October 15 – The People 
 Discussant 6:  
  

• Joshua Yaffa, Between Two Fires: Truth, Ambition, and Compromise in Putin’s 
Russia. Tim Duggan Books, 2020. 

• Kier Giles, “Ukraine Isn’t Putin’s War—It’s Russia’s War.” Foreign Policy, 
February 21, 2024. https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/02/21/ukraine-putin-war-
russia-public-opinion-history/.  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/06/26/russian-election-interference-meddling/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/06/26/russian-election-interference-meddling/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/02/21/ukraine-putin-war-russia-public-opinion-history/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/02/21/ukraine-putin-war-russia-public-opinion-history/
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Part 3: Myths (or, Evaluating Conventional Wisdom) 
Week 10: October 22 – Myths # 1: Putin is all-powerful. (Domestic 
politics) 
 Discussant 7: 

• Timothy Frye. Weak Strongman: The Limits of Power in Putin’s Russia. 
Princeton University Press, 2021.  

• Podcast (67 min): In Moscow’s Shadows 152: Prigozhin’s Mutiny, One Year On 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/in-moscows-
shadows/id1510124746?i=1000659937200  

Week 11: October 29 – NO CLASS – Research Week 
• Work on long outline due at 5 pm on Nov 1. 

Week 12: November 5 – Myth #2: Russia is fascist. (Ideology) 
 Discussant 8: 

• Marlene Laruelle. Is Russia Fascist?: Unraveling Propaganda East and West. 
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2021.  

• Yoshiko M. Herrera, “Who’s a Fascist?” Nationalities Papers 50, no. 6 (2022): 
1248–51. https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2021.103.   

Week 13: November 12 – Myth #3: The West caused the Ukraine crisis. 
(International system) 
  
No discussant – Please come prepared with an explanation of what you think was the 
most important cause of the war in Ukraine.  
 
Last name A-I will read: 
 

• Michael Kimmage, Collisions: The Origins of the War in Ukraine and the New 
Global Instability. Oxford University Press, 2023. 

 
Last name J-Z will read: 

 
• Maria Popova and Oxana Shevel, Russia and Ukraine: Entangled Histories, 

Diverging States. Polity Press, 2024. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/in-moscows-shadows/id1510124746?i=1000659937200
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/in-moscows-shadows/id1510124746?i=1000659937200
https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2021.103
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Week 14: November 19 – Myth #4: Russia will balance against China. 
(International system) 

Discussant 9: 
 

• Angela Stent, Putin’s World: Russia Against the West and With the Rest. Twelve, 
2023. Chps: Introduction, 1-2, 8-10, Epilogue. 

• Alexander Gabuev. “What’s Really Going on Between Russia and China: Behind 
the Scenes, They are Deepening Their Defense Partnership.” Foreign Affairs. 
April 12, 2023. 

• “Will China and Russia Stay Aligned? Foreign Affairs asks the Experts.” Foreign 
Affairs. June 21, 2022. 

• For your reference (optional): “Future Scenarios for Sino-Russian Military 
Cooperation,” RAND Report, June 18, 2024. 

 

Week 15: November 26 – The Future of Russia in International Politics 
 Discussant 10: 
 

• Thomas Graham, Getting Russia Right. Polity Press, 2023. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2061-5.html#:~:text=Short%20of%20a%20mutual%20defense,expanded%20technology%20and%20skills%20transfers
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2061-5.html#:~:text=Short%20of%20a%20mutual%20defense,expanded%20technology%20and%20skills%20transfers
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List of News Topics: 
 
1. Russian military  

o Expert: 
 

2. Russian intelligence services 
o Expert: 

 
3. Russian economy 

o Expert: 
 

4. Russian domestic politics 
o Expert: 

 
5. War in Ukraine 

o Expert: 
 

6. Russia and the West 
o Expert: 

 
7. Russia-China relationship 

o Expert: 
 

8. Russia and the Middle East 
o Expert: 

 
9. Russia and Global South 

o Expert: 
 


